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THIRD SUNDAY IN THE SEASON OF LENT ~ MARCH 24, 2019
THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING, BISHOP CAMPBELL! MAY GOD BLESS YOU!

Our Lord stresses that we need to produce plenty of fruit in keeping with the graces we have received.
But He also tells us that God waits patiently for this fruit to appear; He does not want the death of the
sinner; He wants him to be converted and to live (Ezekiel 33:11) and, as Saint Peter teaches, He is
“forbearing towards you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance”
(2 Peter 3:9). But God's clemency should not lead us to neglect our duties and become lazy and
comfort-seeking, living sterile lives. God’s love is boundless; He is forgiving and merciful – “A heart
contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn”
(Psalm 51). But God is also just and He will punish
failure to respond to His grace. ¶ There is one case
that we should be especially sorry about—that of
Christians who could do more and chose not to;
Christians who could live all the consequences of
their vocation as children of God, but refuse to do so
through lack of generosity. We are partly to blame,
for the grace of faith has not been given us to hide
but to share with others (Matthew 5:15). We cannot
forget that the happiness of these people, in this life
and in the next, is at stake. The Christian life is a
divine wonder with immediate promises of
satisfaction and serenity — but on condition that we
know how to recognize the gift of God (John 4:10)
and be generous, not counting the cost. ¶ If each of
Christ’s actions in His earthly life have redemptive
value, the salvation of humanity culminates in the
Cross. It is to this climactic point that all of Christ’s
life on earth is directed. “I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how I am constrained until it is
accomplished” (Luke 12:50). So He said to His disciples on the road to Jerusalem. He revealed to them
an overwhelming desire to give His life for us, and He gave us an example of His love for the will of the
Father by dying on the Cross. It is on the Cross that the soul finds identification with Christ. This is
the deepest meaning of acts of mortification and penance. ¶ To be a disciple of our Lord one needs to
follow his measured words of advice: “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, take up
his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). It is not possible to follow our Lord without the Cross.
Jesus’ words are relevant in all ages, since they are directed to each and every person, for “he who does
not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27). To take up the cross –
the acceptance of sorrow, the contradictions God permits for our purification, the fulfillment of our
duties – is the indispensable condition for following Christ.
[EXCERPTED FROM “IN CONVERSATION WITH GOD”]
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MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION OF POPE FRANCIS: MARCH
Evangelization – Christian Communities
That Christian communities, especially those who are persecuted,
feel that they are close to Christ and have their rights respected.

SCHEDULING MASS INTENTIONS

One of the greatest acts of charity is to pray for the living and the
dead, and the greatest and most powerful prayer we have is the
Mass since the fruits of the Mass are the very fruits of Jesus'
redemption. Mass stipends (offerings) are $10.00 each; only one
offering per Mass. All Masses are scheduled by calling the Parish
Office; intentions will be listed as below.

MASS, LITURGY, SACRAMENT AND DEVOTION SCHEDULE;
MASS INTENTIONS
Vigil Mass ~ Saturday, March 23
5:15 p.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Cathedral
Sunday, March 24 ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Exodus 3: 1-8a, 13-15; 1 Cor. 10: 1-6, 10-12; Luke 12: 1-9
8:00 a.m. Blanca and Tony Garzon
10:30 a.m. Percy Escaffi
12:30 p.m. James Marchi
5:15 p.m. Bill Roberts
Monday, March 25 ~ Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord
Isaiah 7: 10-14; 8: 10; Hebrews 10: 4-10; Luke 1: 26-38
7:30 a.m. Special intention for Kelly
12:05 p.m. Robert J. Schneider
Tuesday, March 26
Daniel 3: 25, 34-43; Matthew 18: 21-35
7:30 a.m. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Staley
Confessions: 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Mazie and Albinus Blaser
Wednesday, March 27
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5: 17-19
7:30 a.m. Special intention for Katie
12:05 p.m. Betty Staley and Jeff Zimmerman
5:15 p.m. Libby Switz
Holy Hour and Confessions follow Mass; Benediction at 6:40 p.m.
Thursday, March 28
Jeremiah 7: 23-28; Luke 11: 14-23
7:30 a.m. Richard and Shirley Lumpe
Holy Hour, Confessions at 10:45 a.m.; Benediction 11:45 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Karen Lones
7:00 p.m. Solemn Vespers prior to Installation of Bishop Brennan
Friday, March 29
Hosea 14: 2-10; Mark 12: 28-34
7:30 a.m. For a friend of Patty Cooley who is having surgery
NO 12:05 PM MASS OR CONFESSIONS
2:00 p.m. Mass of Installation ~ Bishop Robert Brennan
Saturday, March 30
Vigil Mass
5:15 p.m. Dee and Jim Nati
PLEASE NOTE: The March 28 Solemn Vespers and the
March 29 Mass of Installation of Bishop Robert Brennan are
Diocese of Columbus liturgical events. Because of space
limitations in Saint Joseph Cathedral tickets are required for
entrance to both of these liturgies.

REGULAR SCHEDULE OF MASSES, LITURGIES, SACRAMENTS
Sunday Vigil Mass (Saturday) 5:15 p.m.; Sunday Masses: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 5:15 p.m.
Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.; also Wednesday evening at 5:15 p.m.
Masses on Holy Days of Obligation and on Holidays will be listed, as they occur, on the previous page.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. | Tuesday 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Wednesday 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. | Thursday 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
ADDITIONAL TIME DURING LENT: Sunday, 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. | Friday following the 12:05 p.m. Mass

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT ~ TWO WEEKLY HOLY HOURS
Wednesday, 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. | Thursday, 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. | Closed Saturday, Sunday, and on major holidays
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION
Welcome to Saint Joseph Cathedral, the Mother Church of the Diocese of Columbus! We are glad that you are here
and invite you to become part of our parish family to be nourished by both Word and Sacrament, and also to become
involved in one or more of our parish ministries. To become a registered member you can pick up a form by the
main entrance of our historic church, stop by the Sacristy after Mass, visit our web site, or contact us through the
parish office. Welcome!
THE SACRAMENTS
Baptism, Reconciliation/Confession, First Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick, Holy
Orders. Please read the information provided in this bulletin about all seven Sacraments available at Saint Joseph
Cathedral, including contact information, necessary preparations, and scheduling.
OUTREACH TO HELPING THE HOMELESS AND NEEDY IN DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS
Twice-Daily Food Distribution at Saint Joseph Cathedral ~ (614) 224-1295
Saint Lawrence Haven, on the grounds of Holy Cross Church ~ Heather Swiger at hswiger@columbuscatholic.org
Joint Office for Inner-city Needs (J.O.I.N.) ~ (614) 241-2530
SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL MUSIC
Cathedral Concert Series:
JONATHAN DIMMOCK, ORGANIST~ Next Sunday, March 31, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
OFFICES, PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OF THE DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS
For Diocesan offices, please call (614) 228-2457 during regular business hours,
or visit www.columbuscatholic.org.

OF NOTE THIS WEEK
Sunday, March 24
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
 9:00 a.m. PSR
 11:30 a.m. RCIA
 10:30 a.m. Farewell Mass for Bishop Campbell;
Reception to follow in the Undercroft
Monday, March 25
No events or meetings scheduled
Tuesday, March 26
No events or meetings scheduled
Wednesday, March 27
 Following 5:15 p.m. Mass: Holy Hour,
Stations of the Cross and Confessions
 6:30 p.m. RCIA – Catholic Center First Floor Conf. Room
Thursday, March 28
 Solemn Vespers prior to Installation of Bishop Brennan
Friday, March 29
 No 12:05 p.m. Mass or Confessions
 2:00 p.m. Installation of Bishop Brennan
 6:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal: Develin- Runyon
Saturday, March 30
 2:30 p.m. Wedding: Develin- Runyon

SPECIAL “FIFTH SUNDAY”
SECOND COLLECTION
during all Masses NEXT Sunday
to support the work and mission
of our parish
Saint Vincent de Paul Chapter
whose volunteers work to
help feed and clothe the
poor and needy of our area.
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!
“You must see God in the faces of the poor.”
~Saint Vincent de Paul

Daily Server / Lector
for the week of March 25

MC
Altar Servers

Lector – One
Lector – Two
Eucharist

Lead Hospitality
Hospitality/Ushers

7:30 a.m.
Phil Renico

12:05 p.m.
Peter Nerida

THIS SUNDAY’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT ~ MARCH 23 & 24
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Vigil ~ 5:15 p.m.
JP Pacis
Dave Simmons
Steve Peishel
Tom Boor
Lisa Dalton
Lisa Emrich
Sherri Dembinski
Dan Jurgens
Christian Haryanto
Ed Hueckel
Al Sorichetti
Mary Beth Gallant
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Wednesday 5:15 p.m.
Tom Gjostein

12:30 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

Jessica Buck
Roger Djagli
Ed Hueckel

Christian Haryanto
April Griffith Taylor
Jim Desmond

Lynn Broussard
Mark DelAguaro
Bobbie Meyers
Betsy Decillis
Jim Pierce

Josie Gonot
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Josie Gonot
April Griffith Taylor
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12:30 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

NEXT SUNDAY’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT ~ MARCH 30 & 31
Vigil Mass ~ 5:15 p.m.

MC
Altar Servers

Lector – One
Lector – Two
Eucharist

Lead Hospitality
Hospitality /
Ushers

8:00 a.m.

Dave Simmons
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Helen Leppla
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Angela Smalley

Al Rogers
Cristina Alvarez
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Trish Kehl

Helen Leppla
Angela Smalley
Grace Smalley
Angel Still

10:30 a.m.

Ed Hueckel
Tom Boor
Brendan Elchynski
Lisa Emrich
Elvis Niangoran
Sherri Dembinski
Ed Hueckel
Tom Boor
Christian Haryanto
Sharon Reichard
Mark DelAguaro
Sandy Stover
Devan Kline
Sharon Reichard Florence Bannerman
Sandy Stover
Toni Sartori
Nico Franano
Mike Sartori
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April Griffith Taylor
Peggy Frank

Gordian Igwilo
Clementine Mpyanga
Aureus Griffith
Al Rogers

ON THIS THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, Time passes slowly when you have no power over your destiny. Slavery was a
cruel institution of the ancient world that left its victims bereft of any say over their lives. The Chosen People felt anything
but “chosen” as those decades and centuries wore on. They were slaves and every day was like the other, filled with the
monotonous routine of stacking bricks, one upon the other, while feeling the cruel lashes of their hardened masters. And it
was through the suffering of these people that Pharaoh was able to rise to glory. But God’s love came to the rescue of
Israel. He chose a shepherd named Moses, who felt completely inadequate for the task, in order to liberate his people and
to bring them to the Promised Land. God’s power intervened in an unprecedented way, breaking the vice-like grip of
Pharaoh. His very name “I AM” symbolized his power-filled presence and omnipotence on behalf of Israel. However, as St.
Paul points out, receiving such blessings implies a great responsibility. He recites a veritable litany of God’s blessings that
should have been sufficient for the sanctification of Israel, yet many did not heed the spiritual message of repentance
contained in the Lord’s redemptive intervention. “God was not pleased with them, for they were struck down in the
desert.” If this sounds familiar, it ought to be. The graces that we receive as Catholics are countless, and at the same time
absolutely priceless. Baptism, Eucharist, and Confession are just a few of the signs of God’s insurmountable and
unsurpassable love for each and everyone one of us. God’s justice is also seen in the fig tree’s owner who is looking to clear
the ground of fruitless trees. His mercy is reflected in the gardener, who wants another year to try to salvage the situation
with more water and fertilizer. Certainly God’s mercy is infinite, but our capacity to accept it is not for we are limited – we
are very time-bound creatures. Folks, the clock is ticking and we will have to make choices. Each of us are a fig tree
planted by the Lord to bear His fruit. He gardens us; He nurtures us; He cares for us and nourishes us with His Word, His
Sacraments, and the abundant graces to seek His Presence in others. But we are called to produce, and we must produce –
period. We all carry around a calendar of some time to plan our day, and to plan our lives. But we must remember that
each of us are living on God's time, not our time. And in our calendars full of “things to do” we must pause today to
investigate ourselves thoroughly and honestly, asking “How well am I using my time – my precious life of time that God
has given me?” That is the challenge of today's Gospel. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Messiah, is our one and only
Savior, sent by God out of love to redeem us. He is our Loving Brother and our Compassionate Lord, Savior and
Redeemer. He does not circumvent the message that we need to hear today and every day. Sometime we may not want to
hear what Jesus has to say – but for our sake, for our salvation we need to hear it. He loves us too much to keep the truth
from us – even if it is painful to us to hear His truths. But sometimes that type of pain is necessary in hearing and seeing
the truth. And that truth can lead us to conversion of mind and heart, which can also be painful, but necessary. But folks
the truth is simple: we must fight evil and do good, repent and bear fruit as the Gospel says, or we will suffer eternal death.
All of us will spend eternity somewhere – but where we spend eternity is totally up to us based on the life we live, how we
spend our precious time, the things we choose to do or not to do. There is a war for our souls going on. It is the war of
God's kingdom against the forces of evil. This is not just an apocalyptical battle of Saint Michael against the devil, it is a
real life battle right here and right now of God's people against evil in the forms of materialism and hedonism. Materialism
is generally understood, but hedonism may be a new word or concept to some:
 Hedonism – [heed-n-iz-uh m] – a noun
1. The doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the highest good; devotion to pleasure as a way of life.
 2. The doctrine that pleasure is the goal of life and is man's highest good. By pleasure, true hedonists understand
the admittedly imperfect enjoyments of this life only.
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, if we do not love God above all things, today we start anew. If we are not
using our time to utilize our God-give gifts, abilities and talents to build up God’s kingdom here on earth, then today
becomes day one for a fresh start. If we are so immersed in ourselves that we do not see (or care about) the needs of
others, then we begin today to do so. If we have not been to confession for a while because we don’t see the need or don’t
want to make the time, then today is a change in our life’s plan knowing that God’s mercy, compassion and forgiveness are
necessary in our short earthly life, and are available to us through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If we live a hedonistic
lifestyle, where our pleasure or happiness is the highest good instead of seeking God as our highest good and experiencing
the infinite pleasure of loving God, then we need to undergo that conversion of mind and heart (do a “Google” on
“Catholic, conversion, hedonism” as there are a number of articles worth reading). Time never has been on our side, but
time has been given to each of us by God to make the most of our lives. God has given us our very lives, He has given us
gifts, abilities and talents. We are nourished by both Word and Sacrament to help us live in imitation of Christ our Savior
and Redeemer. When we stray, when we sin, God give us His unconditional love and mercy in the confessional. We’ve got
it all! Now let’s use our lives the way God intended, according to His plan, His ways, Him time, and in doing so find true
peace, joy and happiness!
THIS IS A WEEK OF TRANSITION FOR THE DIOCESE as we begin to say “goodbye” and “thank you” and “we’ll
see you soon” and “we’re praying for you” to Bishop Frederick Campbell who will begin his canonically required
retirement having reached the age of 75. Later this week we welcome as the twelfth Bishop of the Diocese of Columbus
Bishop Robert Brennan who will be installed on March 29. We owe Bishop Campbell our thanks for all that he has
done for our Diocese during his time as Bishop and, since the Cathedral is the “Bishop’s Church” we owe him our thanks
for all that he has done for us here. Please continue to pray for Bishop Campbell as he begins his well-deserved retirement,
continue to pray for retired Bishop Griffin, and continue to pray for Bishop Brennan and welcome him to his new
Cathedral home and to the Diocese of Columbus. God bless all three of these Bishops in their service to our Diocese.

+ A LIFE IN CHRIST THROUGH THE SACRAMENTS AT SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL +
“Every encounter with Christ, who in the Sacraments gives us salvation, invites us to ‘go’ and
communicate to others the salvation that we have been able to see, to touch, to encounter and to
receive, and which is truly credible because it is love. In this way, the Sacraments spur us to be
missionaries, and to carry the Gospel into every setting…” ~POPE FRANCIS, NOVEMBER 6, 2013
Sacrament of Baptism
Congratulations on the planned baptism of your child! Saint Joseph Cathedral welcomes her families to celebrate
with great faith and joy the baptism of their children and are pleased to be the Church where this first Sacrament
will be celebrated. The Sacrament of Baptism is administered immediately following the 12:30 p.m. Mass.
If this is your first child, both parents must participate in our Baptism Workshop prior to the Baptism of your child.
The Workshop is also recommended for any godparent who has not previously taken a baptism workshop. Please
register in advance (no walk-ins) for the workshop and also to schedule the baptism of your child by calling Carol at
(614) 224-1295, or via e-mail at cathedral@saintjosephcathedral.org.
Selecting a godparent or sponsor: The duties of godparents are more than ceremonial. The principal
responsibility of a godparent is to give witness to the Catholic faith by his or her words and actions, thus parents
need to find practicing Catholics to faithfully serve in the role as godparents.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Why should we confess our sins? The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a sacrament of healing and a sacrament of
conversion, returning us to the Father after our sin. We are to confess serious sins at least once a year; those aware
of committing a mortal sin must receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before receiving Holy Communion.
The Church also encourages us to go to confession more frequently, in order that we might deepen our relationship
with God, grow in humility and virtue, and help us to avoid future sin. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1458)
Please refer to the bulletin for the availability and locations of this grace-filled Sacrament.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation schedule is located on the inside front of this bulletin.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Your decision to enter into the relationship of married life is a sign of love,
hope and strength for the entire community. We support you in your commitment for a faithful and lifelong
Christian marriage. Couples wishing to marry at Saint Joseph Cathedral may request setting a date to be married
ensuring that the following are completed:
 Couple contacts the Parish Office and schedules a meeting with one of the clergy of the Cathedral;
 Couple meets with the clergy, completes an initial interview, and explore the couple’s freedom to marry;
 Clergy discusses any obstacles that may exist before the couple is free to marry and confirms a date;
 Couple agrees to comply fully with the established Marriage guidelines at Saint Joseph Cathedral.
For initial marriage inquiries, the couple needs to contact Mrs. Carrie Boor (carrie.boor@gmail.com).
The Eucharist ~ First Holy Communion
The Eucharist is the most special sacrament, in which the Body and Blood of Christ Himself is contained, offered
and received, and by which the Church constantly lives and grows. Adults receiving the Eucharist for the first time
generally takes place at the Easter Vigil Mass. Preparation for children is made through the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd program, for adults preparation is through the RCIA program. For information about Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd (PSR Program) or for Adult Catechesis (RCIA) please contact Jake Neal at
jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is one of the sacraments of initiation, along with Baptism and Eucharist. Preparation for children is
made through the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, for adults preparation is through the RCIA program.
For information about Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (PSR Program) or about Catechesis for Adults (RCIA)
please contact Jake Neal at jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick; Pastoral Care of the Sick
The priests will administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to any Catholic who is facing serious illness, is
preparing for surgery, is elderly, is chronically ill, or who is nearing death, by calling the parish offices. In addition to
Anointing, those desiring to receive the Eucharist at home, at a hospital or nursing facility can contact Deacon Thom
Johnston at (614) 267-1903 or thomjohnst@aol.com. For emergency sacramental anointing, please contact the
Cathedral by calling (614) 224-1295; never send an e-mail requesting emergency sacraments.
Sacrament of Holy Orders ~ Religious and Consecrated Life
Please contact Fr. Paul Noble, Director of Vocations, at (614) 221-5565, or noble@seekholiness.com.
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The Fig Tree
by Marcellino D’Amrosio, Ph.D.
Some think Lent is a time for fasting. I see it as a time of
feasting.
I come to this conclusion based on the story of the fig tree in
Luke 13. Three years without bearing fruit. What could be the
problem? The owner figures that it is simply a dud and wants to cut
it down. The vinedresser, a little more in touch with nature, comes
to a different conclusion. Maybe all that is needed to turn things
around is a bit of fertilizer.
As we look at Christians in America, we have to be honest. A
full 82% of us say we are Christians. So where’s the fruit? We’re
certainly feeding ourselves often enough, seeing that 70% per cent
of Americans are overweight. Obviously what we’re consuming is
not quite the right nourishment to produce the desired results.
So Lent is a time to examine our diet and make some changes. First, let’s cut out the junk food that
bloats us. It could be the chips, fries, burgers, and cokes that drain our pocketbooks and make us lethargic. Or
it could be too many hours of radio, TV, and social media which fill our heads with so much noise that we can’t
sit still, quiet down and listen to God. Let’s turn it all off for a while.
Yes, this is fasting. But the goal is to save our appetite so that we can feast on other things such as the
Word of God. When’s the last time you sat down and read an entire book of the bible, from start to finish? (if
not all in one sitting, over the course of a few days). Exodus makes for a good Lenten read, since 1 Corinthians
10 tells us that Israel’s odyssey was for our sake, to provide an example. When was the last time you identified
a short, poignant Bible text and memorized it, repeating it daily, even several times a day, meditating on it,
applying it to various aspects of your life?
How about the Eucharist, the greatest nourishment of all? Lent is a great time to go more often, even
daily. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament outside of Mass is like stimulating the appetite before the meal
(aperitif) or taking time to digest it afterwards (digestif). Either way, adoration helps us derive more benefit
from our Eucharistic feast.
Then there is the time we devote to entertainment. Could we not redirect some of those hours to
entertainment that nourishes our spiritual life? Mel Gibson’s film on the Lord’s passion was released on Ash
Wednesday for a reason. It was offered as a Lenten meditation to help us understand the shocking
consequences of sin and the astounding Love that lays down his life for his friends. Watch this video and invite
someone to join you. If you fear the violence of The Passion of the Christ would be too much for you, rent
Franco Zeffirelli’s Jesus of Nazareth, and watch it with family and friends. If you prefer books, read the life of a
saint or the powerful religious fiction of an author such as C.S. Lewis.
Finally, one of the most spiritual nourishing and energizing experiences of all is giving of ourselves. We
call it almsgiving. It is in giving that we receive, says the Prayer of St. Francis. If we save money from fasting,
let’s give it away. There are the corporal works of mercy such as feeding the hungry. Then there are the
spiritual works of mercy, such as feeding the spiritually hungry, the millions of nominal Christians and
unchurched people that starve to death for lack of the Word of God. Soup kitchens and evangelization
ministries both need our support.
Prayer. Fasting. Almsgiving. Three inter-related fertilizers to help the barren fig tree bear fruit. But
keep in mind the owner’s directive- fertilize it for a year, and if we see no results, fetch the axe. So no more
excuses. No more procrastinating. Let’s vow to make this Lent count. There may not be another.
This article is made available courtesy of the Catholic Exchange.
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Called out of Darkness
by Fr. Thomas Merton, OCSO

Every baptized Christian is obliged by his baptismal promises to renounce sin and to give himself
completely, without compromise, to Christ, in order that he may fulfill his vocation, save his soul, enter into the
mystery of God, and there find himself perfectly “in the light of Christ.”
As St. Paul reminds us (1 Cor. 6:19), we are “not our own.” We belong entirely to Christ. His Spirit has
taken possession of us at baptism. We are the Temples of the Holy Spirit. Our thoughts, our actions, our
desires, are by rights more His than our own. But we have to struggle to ensure that God always receives from
us what we owe Him by right. If we do not labor to overcome our natural weakness, our disordered and selfish
passions, what belongs to God in us will be withdrawn from the sanctifying power of His love and will be
corrupted by selfishness, blinded by irrational desire, hardened by pride, and will eventually plunge into the
abyss of moral nonentity which is called sin.
Sin is the refusal of spiritual life, the rejection of the inner order and peace that come from our union
with the divine will. In a word, sin is the refusal of God’s will and of His love. It is not only a refusal to “do” this
or that thing willed by God, or a determination to do what He forbids. It is more radically a refusal to be what
we are, a rejection of our mysterious, contingent, spiritual reality hidden in the very mystery of God. Sin is our
refusal to be what we were created to be — sons of God, images of God. Ultimately sin, while seeming to be an
assertion of freedom, is a flight from the freedom and the responsibility of divine sonship.
Every Christian is therefore called to sanctity and union with Christ, by keeping the commandments of
God. Some, however, with special vocations have contracted a more solemn obligation by religious vows, and
have bound themselves to take the basic Christian vocation to holiness especially seriously. They have
promised to make use of certain definite and more efficacious means to “be perfect”— the evangelical counsels.
They obligate themselves to be poor, chaste, and obedient, thereby
renouncing their own wills, denying themselves, and liberating themselves
from mundane attachments in order to give themselves even more perfectly
to Christ. For them, sanctity is not simply something that is sought as an
ultimate end: sanctity is their “profession”— they have no other job in life
than to be saints, and everything is subordinated to this end, which is
primary and immediate for them.
Nevertheless, the fact that religious and clerics have a professional
obligation to strive for holiness must be properly understood. It does not
imply that they alone are fully Christians, as if the laity were in some sense
less truly Christian and less fully members of Christ than they. St. John
Chrysostom who, in his youth, came close to believing that one could not be
saved unless he fled to the desert, recognized in later life, as bishop of
Antioch and then of Constantinople, that all the members of Christ are
called to holiness by the very fact that they are His members. There is
only one morality, one holiness for the Christian — that proposed to all in
the Gospels. The lay state is necessarily good and holy, since the New
Testament leaves us free to choose it. Nor is the lay state one in which it is
sufficient to maintain a kind of static and minimal holiness, simply by
“avoiding sin.” Sometimes the difference between the states of life is so distorted and oversimplified in the
minds of Christians that they seem to think that while priests, monks, and nuns are obliged to grow and make
progress in perfection, the layman is expected only to keep in the state of grace and, by clinging as it were to the
cassock of the priest, to let himself be drawn into heaven by specialists who alone are called to “perfection.”
St. John Chrysostom points out that the mere fact that the life of the monk is more austere and more
difficult should not make us think that Christian holiness is principally a matter of difficulty. This would lead to
the false conclusion that because salvation seems less arduous for the layman it is also in some strange way less
truly salvation. On the contrary, says Chrysostom, “God has not treated us [laypeople and secular clergy] with
such severity as to demand of us monastic austerities as a matter of duty. He has left to all a free choice [in the
matter of his counsels]. One must be chaste in marriage, one must be temperate in meals . . . You are not
ordered to renounce your possessions. God only commands you not to steal, and to share your property with
those who lack what they need” (Commentary on 1 Corinthians, ix, 2).

In other words, the ordinary temperance, justice, and charity which every Christian must practice, are
sanctifying in the same way as the virginity and poverty of the nun. It is true that the life of the consecrated
religious has a greater dignity and a greater intrinsic perfection. The religious takes on a more radical and more
total commitment to love God and his fellow man. But this must not be understood to mean that the life of the
lay person is downgraded to the point of insignificance. On the contrary, we must come to recognize that the
married state is also most sanctifying by its very nature, and it may, accidentally, imply sacrifices and a selfforgetfulness that, in particular cases, would be even more effective than the sacrifices of religious life. He who
in actual fact loves more perfectly will be closer to God, whether or not he happens to be a layman.
Hence St. Chrysostom again protests against the error that monks alone need to strive for perfection,
while lay people need only avoid hell. On the contrary, both lay people and monks have to lead a very positive
and constructive Christian life of virtue. It is not sufficient for the tree to remain alive, it must also bear fruit.
“It is not enough to leave Egypt,” he says, “one must also travel to the promised Land” (Homily xvi on
Ephesians). At the same time, even the perfect practice of one or other of the counsels, such as virginity, would
be meaningless if the one practicing it lacked the more elementary and universal virtues of justice and charity.
He says: “It is vain for you to fast and sleep on the ground, to eat ashes and to weep without ceasing. If you are
no use to anybody else, you are doing nothing of any importance” (Homily vi on Titus). “Though you are a
virgin you will be cast out of the bridal chamber if you do not give alms” (Homily lxxvii on Matthew).
Nevertheless the monks have their important part to play in the Church. Their prayers and sanctity are of
irreplaceable value to the whole Church. Their example teaches the layman to live also as a “stranger and
pilgrim on this earth,” detached from material things, and preserving his Christian freedom in the midst of the
vain agitation of the cities, because he seeks in all things only to please Christ and to serve Him in his fellow
man.
In short, according to Chrysostom, “The beatitudes pronounced by Christ cannot possibly be reserved
for the use of monks alone, for that would be the ruin of the universe.” (For Chrysostom’s doctrine on the
monastic and lay state, see J.M. Leroux, “Monachisme etcommunauté chrétienne d’après S. Jean
Chrysostome,” in Théologie de la vie monastique [Paris,1961], pp. 143 ff.)
But in fact, all of us who have been baptized in Christ and have “put on Christ” as a new identity, are
bound to be holy as He is holy. We are bound to live worthy lives, and our actions should bear witness to our
union with Him. He should manifest His presence in us and through us. Though the reminder may make us
blush, we have to recognize that these solemn words of Christ are addressed to us: “You are the light of the
world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Neither do men light a lamp and put it under a measure, but
upon the lampstand, so as to give light to all in the house. Even so let your light shine before men, in order that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Mt. 5:14-16)
The Fathers of the Church, particularly Clement of Alexandria, believed that the “light” in man is his
divine sonship, the Word living in him. They therefore taught that the whole of the Christian life was summed
up in a service of God which was not only a matter of outward worship, but of “cherishing that which is divine
in ourselves by means of unremitting charity” (Stromata vii. 1). Clement adds that Christ himself teaches us
the way of perfection and that the whole Christian life is a course of spiritual education conducted by the One
Master, through his Holy Spirit. In writing this, he was addressing himself to laymen.
We are supposed to be the light of the world. We are supposed to be a light to ourselves and to others.
That may well be what accounts for the fact that the world is in darkness! What then is meant by the light of
Christ in our lives? What is “holiness”? What is divine sonship? Are we really seriously supposed to be saints?
Can a man even desire such a thing without making a complete fool of himself in the eyes of everyone else? Is it
not presumptuous? Is such a thing even possible at all? To tell the truth, many lay people and even a good
many religious do not believe, in practice, that sanctity is possible for them. Is this just plain common sense? Is
it perhaps humility? Or is it defection, defeatism, and despair?
If we are called by God to holiness of life, and if holiness is be yond our natural power to achieve (which
it certainly is) then it follows that God Himself must give us the light, the strength, and the courage to fulfill the
task He requires of us. He will certainly give us the grace we need. If we do not become saints it is because we
do not avail ourselves of His gift.
Excerpted from Merton’s book LIFE AND HOLINESS.
Fr. Thomas Merton was a prolific writer and monk at the Abbey of Gethsemani
in Trappist, Kentucky. For more information about Merton or the Abbey,
please visit their web page at WWW.MONKS.ORG.

Why we should have a devotion to Saint Joseph
by Fr. Maurice Meschler
It is recorded in Holy Scripture that the people of Israel, in grateful memory of their deliverer and
benefactor, took the remains of Joseph with them at their departure from Egypt into the Holy Land, and
buried them in the country of Samaria (Exod. 13:19). We, as Christians, must not be less appreciative of
our Saint Joseph. We are indebted to him in an infinitely higher degree. Hence, we are to cultivate a
heartfelt devotion to Saint Joseph.
Devotions to Saint Joseph
The devotion may be practiced in the following way. Fervent clients of the saint do not allow a day
to pass without performing some small acts of devotion in his honor, recommending themselves to him
and asking his protection. For this purpose, there is a short, very touching chaplet of the Joys and Sorrows
of Saint Joseph, enriched with indulgences by Pius VII, Gregory XVI, and Pius IX.
Each week, moreover, has a day set aside, Wednesday, which is especially dedicated to him. This
practice, which dates from the seventeenth century, originated in the Benedictine Monastery of Chalons in
France. In the ecclesiastical year there are two feasts of the saint that are celebrated throughout the
whole Church, and one that is restricted to certain localities.
The two feasts of general observance are the feast of Saint Joseph, celebrated on March 19, which
originated in the fifteenth century under Sixtus IV, and the Solemnity of Saint Joseph the Worker,
celebrated on May 1. The third festival, the Espousals of Mary and Joseph, celebrated on January 23, was
first kept in the sixteenth century in the convents of the Franciscans and the Dominicans; in the time of
Emperor Leopold I the feast was extended by Innocent XI to the whole Church, but since the reign of Pius
X it is celebrated in only a limited number of places.
Moreover, an entire month, March, has been especially dedicated to the veneration of Saint Joseph
by Pius IX and Leo XIII. Besides, each of his feasts may be introduced by a fitting novena:
O Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of
God, I place in thee all my interests and desires. O St. Joseph, assist me by thy powerful
intercession and obtain for me all spiritual blessings through thy foster Son, Jesus Christ
Our Lord, so that, having engaged here below thy heavenly power, I may offer thee my
thanksgiving and homage. O Saint Joseph, I never weary contemplating thee and Jesus
asleep in thine arms. I dare not approach while He reposes near thy heart. Press Him in
my name and kiss His fine head for me, and ask Him to return the kiss when I draw my
dying breath. Saint Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for me.
And so, devotion to Saint Joseph occupies an important position in the order of feasts of the
ecclesiastical year, and in this regard all we have to do is simply to follow our holy Mother the Church.
Motives for practicing this devotion present themselves in sufficient number in consequence of our daily
personal necessities, difficulties, and trials.
Let us not forget to fly to the saint for protection and to recommend to him our needs. The clients of
the saint are particularly fond of asking three favors of him every day:
 first, the grace to grow more and more in the intimate love of Jesus and Mary;
 secondly, the grace to unite properly, as he did, the interior with the exterior life;
 and finally, the grace of a happy, edifying, and consoling death.
His life was especially notable from this threefold viewpoint. Thus, it would appear that the saint had
been endowed by God with a special power to procure these graces for us.
Saint Joseph is Worthy of Devotion
We need but gather briefly and cursorily a few motives for practicing devotion to Saint Joseph.
First, he deserves our veneration because he is so worthy of it and is so great a saint. How close his
relationship to us and how much we owe to him!
As foster father of Jesus he is connected most intimately with the earliest history of our religion.
Our Savior acknowledged him as His earthly father; He was subject to him; He wished to be indebted to
His legal parent for everything in the temporal order; He sanctified Joseph by His many years of familiar
communion with him.
No relic has ever been so consecrated by close contact with the Incarnate Word of God as was the
saint. His eyes, his hands, his arms received a consecration as often as they looked upon or carried the
divine Child. And with what unfathomable love the saint’s heart throbbed for his son!
What Joseph did for Christ, he has done for us, God’s people. We must return thanks to the saint
for this. We shall never be able to extol or repay his services to us in a worthy manner.

An Amiable Saint
Secondly, Saint Joseph deserves our veneration because he is so amiable a saint. He is the chosen
spouse of Mary, her protection and her solace, the protector, angel guardian, and saint of the childhood of
Jesus. He makes his appearance with the Child Jesus and with Him vanishes. Hence, the symbol and
badge of his vocation and of its purpose are none other than those of the Christ Child Himself, whom he
ever carries in his arms and presses to his heart.
How amiable a saint he is through his calling, and especially through his virtues, summed up in his
fatherliness, his purity, fidelity, constancy, unselfishness, humility, wisdom, and love. All these are such
attractive virtues, so inspiring with confidence, that of themselves they invite us to choose him as our
counselor, our provider, and our father in all our necessities, even as Mary and Jesus trustfully placed all
their concerns in his hands.
A Practical Saint
In the third place, the saint deserves our trustful affection because he is such a practical and
resourceful saint, as though specially fashioned to be our helper in difficulty and trial. He has lived an
entire human life with all its vicissitudes, joys, and sufferings.
Indeed God seems to have so arranged the circumstances of his life’s vocation that, as Pope Leo
XIII in his encyclical on the saint so graphically describes, he may well serve as our model and pattern in
every circumstance of life, and with his own knowledge and experience come to our assistance. From his
own experience he knows how heavy the burden of the father of a family may be in consequence of want,
poverty, and persecution; he knows what is meant by superior and inferior; he has in deed and in truth
sanctified the state of matrimony and virginity, life in the cloister and in the world, the contemplative and
the active life, and has crowned his existence with a most blessed death.
Thus, God has given him the power to lend his aid and protection in all our concerns, and to bring
them to a happy and successful issue. It is especially the crosses and perplexities of everyday life that
bring his life so close to our lives and cause him to assist us so kindly and sympathetically. He is the great
and universal master of the prince’s house and the father of God’s family. Hence he always knows when to
help and has the power and the heart to do so. What was said of Joseph of old, “that God made all he did
to prosper in his hand” (Gen. 39:3), holds in far greater measure of our saint. Hence, his name is most
lovingly venerated in all lands and conditions of life; and although his clients be without number, they
cannot exhaust his power and his love.
Saint Joseph is a Saint for Modern Times
Finally, Saint Joseph is not only a practical saint but seems especially fashioned by God for our
modern times. He is, we might say, the modern saint.
Each period of history has its particular dangers and needs, and God in His infinite wisdom and
goodness provides it with corresponding remedies. For several decades a new force has been developing
and today is fully developed. It is the power of the sons of untiring labor, but not the well-ordered, Godordained labor based on trust in God. This latter type of labor gives no cause for anxiety since it has been
in the world from the beginning of the human race, is the lot of all men, and is their honor and privilege.
God has blessed it and in His Son sanctified and almost deified it.
We fear rather that restless drudgery, that toil divorced from God and the supernatural; we fear
that unbounded self-seeking, greed for money, possessions, pleasures; we fear the power of a proud and
stubborn self-sufficiency and self-deification; we fear the power of a crude, untrammeled self-government
that would erect its throne without God and the Church, on the ruins of the old order and existing
institutions, yea, upon the ruins of family life itself. The true names of this monster, the unholy progeny of
all social disorders, are unbelief, materialism, revolution, anarchy, class and racial hatred.
Where shall we find the help provided by God for these evil times? Where is the new man, the new
power prepared by God to take a decided stand on behalf of justice, order, God’s glory, and man’s
welfare? Who can it be but the exalted personage of unselfish attachment to duty, the man of obedience,
faith, and trust in God, of humility and willing devotion to labor?
Who but Saint Joseph, the calm, earnest man of noble ancestry, but poor and humble by choice,
Saint Joseph, who on a former occasion saved the nascent Church, then, represented by the Holy Family,
from the bloody hands of a ruthless persecutor? Why else has God been preparing a way in the Church
during the last century for the devotion to Saint Joseph? Why else has He exalted him just at these critical
times to the position of protector of the universal Church? He is indeed the man in whose hands God has
placed the destinies of the Church. Let us then trust in him. We shall certainly not be confounded.
This article is made available courtesy of the Catholic Exchange.

HONOR YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND
LOVED ONES THIS EASTER SEASON
WITH EASTER FLOWERS.
Each year our historic Saint Joseph Cathedral parish is
decorated so beautifully for Easter Sunday and the Easter Season,
appropriately so to celebrate the Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
If you would like to have Easter Flowers listed in our Easter Sunday
bulletin “in honor of” living family members, friends or loved ones,
or “in memory of” deceased family members, friends or loved ones,
please fill out the form below and send it in so that
THE FORM IS RECEIVED IN OUR PARISH OFFICES BY OR BEFORE

MONDAY, APRIL 8TH

with a check made payable to Saint Joseph Cathedral.
Easter Flowers are $10.00 for each listing, and will be included
in the Easter Sunday bulletin. THIS IS A FIRM DEADLINE due to
the early printing deadline we have for our Easter Sunday bulletin.
YOU CAN ALSO DO THIS ON-LINE VIA CREDIT CARD ON OUR WEB PAGE:
WWW.SAINTJOSEPHCATHEDRAL.ORG

Thank you for helping to adorn our Cathedral church in this way,
and for remembering the special people in your life
during the Holiest time of the year.
EXAMPLES:
(In memory of) Living and Deceased Members of the Smith and Jones Families
(In honor of) Members of the Columbus Division of Police and Division of Fire
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLEASE PRINT ~ ATTACH CHECK PAYABLE TO SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL
YOUR NAME ______________________________ PHONE ___________________________
NUMBER OF FLOWERS _________ x $10.00 each: TOTAL AMOUNT $____________________
IN HONOR OF _______________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF ______________________________________________________________

Come and say “Thank You!”
to Bishop Campbell

for all that he has done
for the people of the Diocese of Columbus
and in particular
for the parishioners of Saint Joseph Cathedral,
the Mother Church of the Diocese.
Bishop Campbell will celebrate the
10:30 a.m. Mass this Sunday, March 24;
a reception will immediately follow
in the Cathedral Undercroft.
All are invited.

Saint Joseph Cathedral ▪ 212 East Broad Street ▪ Columbus, Ohio 43215 ▪ (614) 224-1295

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of our Lord
Monday, March 25
A tradition, which has come down from the apostolic ages, tells us that the great mystery of
the Incarnation was achieved on the twenty-fifth day of March. It was at the hour of midnight,
when the most holy Virgin was alone and absorbed in prayer, that the Archangel Gabriel appeared
before her, and asked her, in the name of the
blessed Trinity, to consent to become the
Mother of God. Let us assist, in spirit, at this
wonderful interview between the angel and the
Virgin: and, at the same time, let us think of
that other interview which took place between
Eve and the serpent. A holy bishop and martyr
of the second century, Saint Irenaeus, who had
received the tradition from the very disciples
of the apostles, shows us that Nazareth is the
counterpart of Eden.
In the garden of delights there is a
virgin and an angel; and a conversation takes
place-between them. At Nazareth a virgin is
also addressed by an angel, and she answers him; but the angel of the earthly paradise is a spirit
of darkness, and he of Nazareth is a spirit of light. In both instances it is the angel that has the
first word. 'Why,' said the serpent to Eve, 'hath God commanded you, that you should not eat of
every tree of paradise?' His question implies impatience and a solicitation to evil; he has contempt
for the frail creature to whom he addresses it, but he hates the image of God which is upon her.
See, on the other hand, the angel of light; see with what composure and peacefulness he
approaches the Virgin of Nazareth, the new Eve; and how respectfully he bows himself down
before her: 'Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with thee! Blessed art thou among women!' Such
language is evidently of heaven: none but an angel could speak thus to Mary.
Scarcely has the wicked spirit finished speaking than Eve casts a longing look at the
forbidden fruit: she is impatient to enjoy the independence it is to bring her. She rashly stretches
forth her hand; she plucks the fruit; she eats it, and death takes possession of her: death of the
soul, for sin extinguishes the light of life; and death of the body, which being separated from the
source of immortality, becomes an object of shame and horror, and finally crumbles into dust.
But let us turn away our eyes from this sad spectacle, and fix them on Nazareth. Mary has
heard the angel's explanation of the mystery; the will of heaven is made known to her, and how

grand an honor it is to bring upon her! She, the humble maid of Nazareth, is to have the ineffable
happiness of becoming the Mother of God, and yet the treasure of her virginity is to be left to her!
Mary bows down before this sovereign will, and says to the heavenly messenger: 'Behold the
handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me according to thy word.'
Thus, as the great St. Irenaeus and so many of the holy fathers remark, the obedience of the
second Eve repaired the disobedience of the first: for no sooner does the Virgin of Nazareth speak
her fiat, 'be it done,' than the eternal Son of God (who, according to the divine decree, awaited this
word) is present, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, in the chaste womb of Mary, and there He
begins His human life. A Virgin is a Mother, and Mother of God; and it is this Virgin's consenting
to the divine will that has made her conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost. This sublime
mystery puts between the eternal Word and a mere woman the relations of Son and Mother; it
gives to the almighty God a means whereby He may, in a manner worthy of His majesty, triumph
over satan, who hitherto seemed to have prevailed against the divine plan.
Never was there a more entire or humiliating defeat than that which this day befell satan.
The frail creature, over whom he had so easily triumphed at the beginning of the world, now rises
and crushes his proud head. Eve conquers in Mary. God would not choose man for the instrument
of His vengeance; the humiliation of satan would not have been great enough; and therefore she
who was the first prey of hell, the first victim of the tempter, is selected to give battle to the
enemy. The result of so glorious a triumph is that Mary is to be superior not only to the rebel
angels, but to the whole human race, yea, to all the angels of heaven. Seated on her exalted
throne, she, the Mother of God, is to be the Queen of all creation. Satan, in the depths of the
abyss, will eternally bewail his having dared to direct his first attack against the woman, for God
has now so gloriously avenged her; and in heaven, the very Cherubim and Seraphim reverently
look up to Mary, and deem themselves honored when she smiles upon them, or employs them in
the execution of any of her wishes, for she is the Mother of their God.
Therefore is it that we, the children of Adam, who have been snatched by Mary's obedience
from the power of hell, solemnize this day of the Annunciation. Well may we say of Mary those
words of Debbora, when she sang her song of victory over the enemies of God's people: 'The
valiant men ceased, and rested in Israel, until Debbora arose, a mother arose in Israel. The Lord
chose new wars, and He Himself overthrew the gates of the enemies." Let us also refer to the holy
Mother of Jesus these words of Judith, who by her victory over the enemy was another type of
Mary: 'Praise ye the Lord our God, who hath not forsaken them that hope in Him. And by me, His
handmaid, He hath fulfilled His mercy, which He promised to the house of Israel; and He hath
killed the enemy of His people by my hand this night. . . . The almighty Lord hath struck him, and
hath delivered him into the hands of a woman, and hath slain him.'
Excerpted from The Liturgical Year, Abbot Gueranger O.S.B.

“First, have habitual desire to imitate Christ in all your deeds by bringing your life into
conformity with his. You must then study Christ’s life in order to know how to imitate
Him and conduct yourself in events as He would." ~SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS
Monday, March 25 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord
Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And
coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what
was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom
there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?"
And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
Meditation: In this particular passage of sacred scripture we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy and
the unfolding of God's plan of redemption in the events leading up to the Incarnation, the birth of the
Messiah. The new era of salvation begins with the conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary. This child to
be born is conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit upon Mary, who finds favor with God. As Eve was the
mother of all humanity doomed to sin, now Mary becomes the mother of the new Adam who will father a
new humanity by his grace (ref. Romans 5:12-21).
Prayer: O God, who willed that your Word should take on the reality of human flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man, may merit to
become partakers even in his divine nature. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: How does Mary respond to the word of God delivered by the angel Gabriel? She knows
she is hearing something beyond human capability. It will surely take a miracle which surpasses all that
God has done previously. Her question, “how shall this be, since I have no husband” is not prompted by
doubt or skepticism, but by wonderment! She is a true hearer of the Word and she immediately responds
with faith, trust, and without hesitation. Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine message is a model
of faith for all believers. Mary believed God's promises even when they seemed impossible. She was full of
grace because she trusted that what God said was true and would be fulfilled. She was willing and eager
to do God's will, even if it seemed difficult or costly. Mary is the “mother of God” because God becomes
incarnate when he takes on flesh in her womb. When we pray the Nicene Creed we state our confession of
faith in this great mystery: “For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of
the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.” God gives us grace and he
expects us to respond with the same willingness, obedience, and heartfelt trust as Mary did. When God
commands he also gives the help, strength, and means to respond. We can either yield to his grace or
resist and go our own way. Going our own way leads to nowhere; following Christ leads to eternal life.

Tuesday, March 26 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins
against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not
seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who

decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before
him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be
sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell
down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with
compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left,
he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him and started to
choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be
patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. Instead, he had him put in prison until he paid
back the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and
went to their master and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not have had pity
on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers
until he should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you
forgives your brother from your heart.”
Meditation: Who wouldn't be grateful to have someone release them from their debts? But can we really
expect mercy and pardon when we owe someone a great deal? The prophet Amos speaks of God forgiving
transgression three times, but warns that God may not revoke punishment for the fourth (see Amos 1:313; 2:1-6). When Peter posed the question of forgiveness, he characteristically offered an answer he
thought Jesus would be pleased with. Why not forgive seven times! How unthinkable for Jesus to counter
with the proposition that one must forgive seventy times that. Jesus made it clear that there is no
reckonable limit to forgiveness. And he drove the lesson home with a parable about two very different
kinds of debts. The first man owed an enormous sum of money – millions in our currency. In Jesus' time
this amount was greater than the total revenue of a province – more than it would cost to ransom a king!
The man who was forgiven such an incredible debt could not, however bring himself to forgive his
neighbor a very small debt which was about one- hundred-thousandth of his own debt. The contrast could
not have been greater!
Prayer: May your grace not forsake us, O Lord, we pray, but make us dedicated to your holy service and
at all times obtain for us your help. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: There is no way we could repay God the debt we owed him because of our sins and
offenses. Only his mercy and pardon could free us from such a debt. Despite how we may feel at times
toward people in our lives, there is no offense our neighbor can do to us that can compare with our debt
to God! If God has forgiven each of us our debt, we, too must forgive others the debt they owe us.
Through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross – which atoned for our sins – each one of us have been forgiven a
debt beyond all reckoning. It cost God his very own Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to ransom us
with the price of his blood. Jesus paid the price for us and won for us pardon for our sins and freedom
from slavery to our unruly desires and sinful habits. God in his mercy offers us the grace and help of his
Holy Spirit so we can love as he loves, pardon as he pardons, and treat others with the same mercy and
kindness which he has shown to us. God has made his peace with us. Have you made your peace with
God? Have you reconciled yourself with God? Especially during Lent we are called to reconcile ourselves
with God and with one another. A healthy trip to the confessional to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is a first and important start. Have you been to confession lately? If not, why not?

Wednesday, March 27 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:17-19 Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the
law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things
have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others
to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these
commandments will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”
Meditation: Notice how Jesus consistently taught reverence for God's law – reverence for God himself,
for the Lord's Day, reverence or respect for parents, respect for life, for property, for another person's
good name, respect for oneself and for one's neighbor lest wrong or hurtful desires master us. Reverence
and respect for God's commandments teach us the way of love – love of God and love of neighbor. What
is impossible to men and women is possible to God and those who put their faith and trust in God.
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the Lord transforms us and makes us like himself. We are a new
creation in Christ (ref. 2 Cor. 5:17) because “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy

Spirit which has been given to us” (Romans 5:5). God gives us the grace to love as he loves, to forgive as
he forgives, to think as he thinks, and to act as he acts. The Lord loves justice and goodness and he hates
every form of wickedness and sin. He wants to set us free from our unruly desires and sinful habits, so
that we can choose to live each day in the peace, joy, and righteousness of his Holy Spirit (ref. Romans
14: 17). To renounce sin is to turn away from what is harmful and destructive for our minds and hearts,
and our very lives. As his followers we must love and respect his commandments and hate every form of
sin. Do you love and revere the commands of the Lord?
Prayer: Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through Lenten observance and nourished by your word,
through holy restraint we may be devoted to you with all our heart and be ever united in prayer. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: How do you look upon the laws of God? Negatively? Positively? Pick-and-choose when it
suits you (the old “cafeteria Catholic”)? Jesus' attitude towards the law of God can be summed up in the
great prayer of Psalm 119: “Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.” For the people of
Israel the “law” could refer to the Ten Commandments or to the five Books of Moses, called the
Pentateuch, which explain the commandments and ordinances of God for his people. The “law” also
referred to the whole teaching or way of life which God gave to his people. The Jews in Jesus' time also
used it as a description of the oral or scribal law. Needless to say, the scribes added many more things to
the law than God intended. That is why Jesus often condemned the scribal law. It placed burdens on
people which God had not intended. Jesus, however, made it very clear that the essence of God's law –
his commandments and his way of life – must be fulfilled. So, once again, how do you view God’s law?
How do you put God’s law into action and practice in your daily life?

Thursday, March 28 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Holy Gospel: Luke 11:14-23 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute, and when the demon had
gone out, the mute man spoke and the crowds were amazed. Some of them said, “By the power of
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he drives out demons.” Others, to test him, asked him for a sign from
heaven. But he knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid
waste and house will fall against house. And if Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? For you say that it is by Beelzebul that I drive out demons. If I, then, drive out demons by
Beelzebul, by whom do your own people drive them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by
the finger of God that I drive out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong
man fully armed guards his palace, his possessions are safe. But when one stronger than he attacks and
overcomes him, he takes away the armor on which he relied and distributes the spoils. Whoever is not
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”
Meditation: Jesus himself encountered personal opposition and battled with Satan when he was put to
the test in the wilderness just before his public ministry. He overcame the evil one through his obedience
to the will of his Father. Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently to Jesus' healings and exorcisms
and they opposed him with malicious slander. How could he get the power and authority to release
individuals from Satan's power? They assumed that he had to be in league with Satan. They attributed his
power to Satan rather than to God. Jesus answers their charge with two arguments. There were many
exorcists in Palestine in Jesus' time. So Jesus retorted by saying that they also incriminate their own kin
who cast out demons. If they condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves. In his second argument he
asserts that no kingdom divided against itself cannot survive for long. We have witnessed enough civil
wars in our own time to prove the destructive force at work here for the annihilation of whole peoples and
their land. If Satan lends his power against his own forces then he is finished. How can a strong person be
defeated except by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted his power and authority to cast out demons
as a clear demonstration of the reign of God. Jesus' reference to the finger of God points back to Moses'
confrontation with Pharaoh and his magicians who represented Satan and the kingdom of darkness (see
Exodus 8:19).
Prayer: We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever
closer, so we may press forward all the more eagerly towards the worthy celebration of the Paschal
Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: We live in a world of compromise. And yet, there are some aspects of our life that we
just cannot afford to compromise on – especially our faith life: the laws of God, the teachings of Christ,
and the teachings of the one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. Remember, the teachings of the Church

have their foundation in the laws of God and the teachings of Jesus Christ, and are applied to
contemporary situations. Jesus makes it clear that there are no neutral parties. We are either for Jesus or
against him, for the kingdom of God or against it. Once we start going down the road of compromise, we
turn against God and Jesus, because we begin to place our will above and before the will of God (sound
familiar – Adam and Eve?). There are two kingdoms in opposition to one another – the kingdom of God
and the kingdom of darkness under the rule of Satan. If we disobey God’s word – if we compromise God’s
word – then we open to door to the power of sin and Satan in our lives. If you want to live in freedom
from sin and Satan, then your house – your life and all you possess – must be occupied by Jesus where
he is enthroned as Lord and Savior. Is the Lord Jesus the Master of your home, heart, mind, and will?

Friday, March 29 ~ Third Week in the Season of Lent
Holy Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “Which is the first of all
the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment
greater than these.” The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, He is One and
there is no other than he. And to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And
when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom
of God.” And no one dared to ask him any more questions.
Meditation: The Pharisees prided themselves in the knowledge of the law and their ritual requirements.
They made it a life-time practice to study the six hundred and thirteen precepts of the Old Testament
along with the numerous rabbinic commentaries. They tested Jesus to see if he correctly understood the
law as they did. Jesus startled them with his profound simplicity and mastery of the law of God and its
purpose. What does God require of us? Simply that we love as he loves! God is love and everything he
does flows from his love for us. God loved us first and our love for him is a response to his exceeding
grace and kindness towards us. The love of God comes first and the love of neighbor is firmly grounded in
the love of God. The more we know of God's love and truth the more we love what he loves and reject
what is hateful and contrary to his will. What, then, makes our love for God and his commands grow in
us? Faith in God and hope in his promises strengthens us in the love of God. They are essential for a good
relationship with God, for being united with him. The more we know of God the more we love him and the
more we love him the greater we believe and hope in his promises. The Lord, through the gift of the Holy
Spirit, gives us a new freedom to love as he loves. Do you know the love which conquers all?
Prayer: Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, that we may be constantly drawn away from
unruly desires and obey by your own gift the heavenly teaching you give us. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Contemplation: The following prayer of Saint Anselm is worth contemplating today: "We love you, O our
God; and we desire to love you more and more. Grant to us that we may love you as much as we desire,
and as much as we ought. O dearest friend, who has so loved and saved us, the thought of whom is so
sweet and always growing sweeter, come with Christ and dwell in our hearts; that you keep a watch over
our lips, our steps, our deeds, and we shall not need to be anxious either for our souls or our bodies. Give
us love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows no enemy. Give us in our hearts pure love, born of your love to
us, that we may love others as you love us. O most loving Father of Jesus Christ, from whom flows all
love, let our hearts, frozen in sin, cold to you and cold to others, be warmed by this divine fire. So help
and bless us in your Son."
Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations
and contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Lent
by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.
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~ ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR PARISH ~
LAST UPDATED: March 19, 2018

Members of parish community have a wealth of ways to serve and feel a part of the parish family.
Committees are formed to educate, enrich our faith, strengthen our parish and support Outreach organizations.
We welcome you to join us in the committee(s) of your choice!

THE SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL PASTORAL COUNCIL meets monthly at 6:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday of the
month; the Council is advisory in capacity to assist Fr. Michael Lumpe, as Rector, with parish issues, planning and
coordination. Parishioners are welcome at Council meetings and can contact Council Chairs to address the Council: Ed
Hueckel, (614) 329-1801, emmett2381@yahoo.com. Members include: Ed Hueckel, President; Nico Franano, Vice
President; Michael Elton, President Emeritus; Amanda Gillespie, Secretary; Rev. Mr. James Gorski, Rev. Mr. Thomas
Johnston, Nick Farmer, Crystal Bensonhaver, Jake Neal, Tom Boor, Kathleen Tourgeman, Lisa Emrich, and Rob
Riepenhoff.
CATHEDRAL EVENTS COMMITTEE: The Events committee plans social and fund-raising events throughout the
year to foster a sense of community within the Cathedral Community. Meetings are scheduled as needed for any particular
event. Contact Mandy Gillespie at amandaagillespie@yahoo.com or (614) 604-7780.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE: This committee supports the Saint Joseph Cathedral web site, and
provides advice and support to the Pastoral Council and the Saint Joseph Cathedral parish on technology related topics.
Contact Nick Farmer at 614-706-3347 or nick@nickandsusanfarmer.com.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS: Members of the Cathedral community take part in the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy as
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Hospitality Ministers/Greeters and Altar Servers. Review and
training sessions are scheduled routinely with advance notification. Please contact Michael Elton at (614) 4057770 or melton@columbus.rr.com.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): Are you or is someone you know interested in coming
into the Catholic faith? RCIA sessions have already begun for this year. For more information about RCIA and the process
of becoming a fully-initiated member of the Catholic Church, please contact Mr. Jake Neal at
jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org or (614) 224-1295; or Carol Keene at keene9@gmail.com or (614) 6579528.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) ~ CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: As parents, you are the
primary religious educators of your children. Our catechetical classes are here to support you. It is our goal to partner with
you and your family along your faith journey. Saint Joseph Cathedral provides a program using the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd model for students enrolled in Grades Pre-K - Grade 8 who do not attend a Catholic School. The St. Joseph
Cathedral PSR program meets on Sunday mornings in the undercroft from 9-10:15 a.m. For more information, please
contact Mr. Jake Neal at jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org or (614) 224-1295
SAINT VINCENT De PAUL SOCIETY: You can grow spiritually by offering service to those in need. Participate in
outreach programs for Saint Joseph Cathedral Back Door Ministry, J.O.I.N. (Joint Organization for Inner-city Needs), and
the Jaycee Arms Monthly Lunch Service. For information on how you can help, please contact Renee Shouse at
shousey5@yahoo.com or 301-305-9627
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND CONCERNS COMMITTEE: This committee dedicates its efforts to those who are in need
due to hunger and poverty, domestic and family violence, capital punishment, health and bio-ethics issues. If you are
interested in joining this group, please contact Michael Elton at (614) 405-7770 or melton@columbus.rr.com.
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE: The Vocations Committee prays for vocations of Priests and Religious from our parish,
from our Diocese and throughout the world. Through programs, prayer, discussion, and the encouragement of young
people, parishioners can make the whole community more “vocation conscious.” The committee meets at 9:00 a.m. on the
Third Sunday of the month in the Fulcher Room. Contact Barbara Garick at (614) 877-0168 or
barbaragarick@gmail.com.
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP – (TRIPLE V) - VIA, VERITAS ET VITA: Young adults between the ages of 18 and 40
gather to foster community among fellow parishioners. Meetings are held at least once a month. Contact us via: Facebook
– Saint Joseph Cathedral Young Adult Group (http://www.facebook.com/group.phpgid=194497085915) E-mail:
yagroup.stjosephcathedral@gmail.com. If you would like to be included in the e-mail distribution list.

50+ GROUP: The 50+ group provides experienced adults with spiritual, social, educational, and service activities, as

well as fellowship in a welcoming environment. The 50+ Group meets on the second Sunday of each month in the
Cathedral Undercroft following the 12:30 p.m. Mass. Adults age 50 and up—all are welcome! For more information,
contact Ruth Baird at holt.ruth1@gmail.com

~ TAKING PLACE IN OUR PARISH ~
SUNG VESPERS (EVENING PRAYER) WILL BE OFFERED AT ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL AT THE
FOLLOWING TIMES:
 Sunday, March 24th (Third Sunday of Lent) @ 4:45 p.m.
 Sunday, March 31st (Fourth Sunday of Lent) @ 4:45 p.m.
 Sunday, April 7th (Fifth Sunday of Lent) @ 4:45 p.m.
 Sunday, April 14th (Palm Sunday) @ 4:45 p.m.
These services will feature the treble voices of the Cathedral Choir. The liturgy lasts approximately 20-25 minutes
and will be immediately followed by the 5:15 p.m. Mass. Vespers, commonly known as Evening Prayer, is part of the
Liturgy of the Hours and is a great way to supplement your prayer life. Through this service, we offer praise to God,
pray for the needs of the world, and give thanks to God for the day.
CRS RICE BOWL IS A LENTEN FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM to ensure that the Catholic community of
the United States is present in over 100 countries worldwide, serving the poorest among us through Catholic Relief
Services. Please use your CRS Rice Bowl during Lent and make a difference. For details, visit www.crsricebowl.org
or contact the diocesan Office for Social Concerns at 614-241-2540 or socmailbox@columbuscatholic.org.

~ IN, AROUND AND NEAR THE DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS ~
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS IN THE DIOCESE
OF COLUMBUS? Did you know that the Serra Clubs of Columbus can help you do just that? The Serra Club is a
lay International organization of Catholic men and women, whose mission is to foster vocations to the Priesthood
and Consecrated Religious Life through prayer, programs and activities. To learn more, please contact VP of
membership Dan Martin at martin.32@osu.edu for the Downtown Serra Club or Ardith at amers@columbus.rr.com
for the North Serra Club. Please feel free to visit with no obligations. Our website is serracolumbus.org.
THE APRIL CATHOLIC MEN’S LUNCHEON CLUB will feature a talk by Adam Dufault who is the Episcopal
Moderator of Education and Superintendent of Schools of the diocese. Please join us Friday, April 5 at St. Patrick
Church in downtown Columbus for lunch and Adam’s talk “Have Faith in Education: Catholic Schools in the
Columbus Diocese.” The luncheon this month is sponsored by Knights of Columbus Insurance – Valent Agency.
More information at www.kofcvalentagency.org. Mass begins at 11:45 am followed by lunch at 12:10 pm and Adam’s
talk. No reservations are necessary. $10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a friend! Catholic Men’s Luncheon
Club, visit www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc or contact Craig Heppner, CMLC President craigkofc@gmail.com.
BETHESDA HEALING MINISTRY invites you to gather for a very special Dinner Event on Thur., April 4 at St.
Agatha in the Msgr. Kennedy Parish Hall 1860 Northam Road, Columbus 43221. We gather in the name of "Joy in
Forgiveness” Frank Hartge graciously serves as Master of Ceremonies, Dr. Ray Guarendi is our Featured Speaker,
Brendan O'Rourke to preform music and Sue Smith/Bosc and Brie to provide catering. Cocktails: 6:10 pm
Complimentary Dinner: 6:45 pm Registration is required. Our program includes an appeal for donations to continue
this ministry of hope and healing. On-line registration - bethesdahealing.org or Call 614-718-0277. Mass is at 5p.m.
All are welcome to join us for Mass at St. Andrew Catholic Church at 1899 McCoy Rd. Columbus.
GET CLOSER TO THE ONE YOU LOVE: You can do that on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend!
Marriage Encounter is where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones and focus only on
each other. The next 2 weekends are June 28-29 and September 13-15 both in Central Ohio. For more information
or to apply, contact Paul & Marilou Clouse at 614-834-6880 or visit our website at www.wwmecolumbus.org
ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT, O.F.M., CAP., TO LECTURE AT JOSEPHINUM: The Pontifical College
Josephinum is pleased to announce that His Excellency, The Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M., Cap,
Archbishop of Philadelphia, will present the 2019 Pio Cardinal Laghi Lecture on Wednesday, March 27. Archbishop
Chaput will speak on “Facing the Future with Confidence and Joy” at 7 pm in the Jessing Center on the Josephinum
campus at 7625 North High Street. The event is free and open to the public; reservations are not required. For more
information please visit www.pcj.edu.
CHRIST ALIVE IN OUR MARRIAGE NEWLYWED RETREAT! Newlywed couples, as well as couples who
have been married up to five years, are invited to a day-long retreat where they will connect with each other and
embrace the gift of uninterrupted time together. Taking place at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish on Saturday,
April 6th, the retreat will include time for prayer, discussion, testimonies from other newlywed couples, and will end
with 5 p.m. Mass. Cost is $25 per couple. For details and to register, visit: https://columbuscatholic.org/youngadult-retreats.
MARCH IS DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH. All persons with disabilities have
gifts to contribute to the whole Church. Embrace. Welcome. Participate. For resources available to individuals,
families, and parishes to work towards the goal of full participation, visit www.columbuscatholic.org/persons-withdisabilities.

PLEASE KEEP THESE PARISHIONERS IN YOUR PRAYERS: Tim Acton, Mary Antonelli, Jack Beckman,
Christopher Clark, Larry Edwards, Thom Gall, Dr. Lianna Goetz, Frank Houchins, Ruth Harper, Tanya Ingle, Gloria
Jefferson, Chris Katanyuta, Anna Katanyuta, Denise Lager, Mary McNellis, Sharon Merhar, Maria Paras, Linda
Pauley, Susan Bateman Severs, David Simmons, Katie Finneran Slattery, Michael Sonderman, Sandra Valencia,
Mark Watkins, Matthew Watkins, and Dora Zweydorff.
CATHEDRAL FACTS: DID YOU KNOW... that our Cathedral has three vocations in formation for the
priesthood? Rev. Mr. Chris Yakkel, Mr. Andrew Wisniewski and Mr. Anthony Suttle are the men, and we ask that
you pray for them and for all who are discerning God’s call to the priesthood and religious life.
DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE CATHEDRAL ALMS FOR THE POOR BOX? Located in the wall near the
Broad Street entrance, this box and the funds you provide are important. At the Cathedral these Alms for the Poor go
to pay for the food that is distributed daily at the Cathedral to the poor and needy – up to 150 food bags (usually
containing a sandwich, fruit, chips & cookie, bottled water), and on many winter days hot coffee and hot cocoa. Help
us provide this most basic necessity – food – to those in need by donating to our poor box.

LOW-GLUTEN* HOSTS are available at the 10:30 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. Sunday Masses.
Worshippers can receive low-gluten Holy Communion from the center aisle from the Master of
Ceremonies (please identify yourself) to the Celebrant. * contains less than 0.01% gluten content & meets
the standard set by the Holy See and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Saint Gabriel Radio, AM820, began on Wednesday, March 20, a Novena Prayer for
Bishop Brennan as he prepares to become the twelfth Bishop of our Diocese.
What is a Novena? The word “novena” is taken from “novem,” the Latin word for “nine.”
A novena is made up of nine days of prayer and meditation usually to ask God
for special prayer requests or petitions – in this case for Bishop Brennan.
Please join in this prayer and share it with our fellow parishioners, family
and friends – everyone who wants to pray for our new Bishop.

God our Father, Creator of all,
Be always by the side of Your servant Bishop Robert Brennan.
Guide him in his thoughts, words and actions,
Sustain him as an instrument of Your peace and compassion,
Give him the wisdom and strength to proclaim the truths of the Gospel
by both word and example,
Guide his footsteps so that he may always do Your Will,
Protect him from all evil and harm,
Help him to shepherd the flock of the Diocese of Columbus and
to bring the souls entrusted to his care to salvation,
Help him to convert those who live their lives contrary to the way of Christ,
And manifest in him Your boundless mercy, Your forgiveness and kindness.
May he always be filled with Your unfathomable love,
And may he be a vessel for that love to fill the minds and hearts of all.
Amen.
Pray the following three prayers:
One “Our Father…”
One “Hail Mary…”
One “Glory be…”

Stewardship: Time ~ Talent ~ Treasure
In today’s first reading we encounter Moses and the Burning Bush. Like many readings which we
hear throughout our lives, this is an image and a story with which most of us are familiar. Also,
through Moses’ experience there is a stewardship message for each of us. As Moses approaches
the bush, God calls out “Moses, Moses!” The fact that the Lord repeats Moses’ name gives the
situation a sense of urgency. Perhaps God feels the same sense of urgency in relation to each of
us. God calls us, and He calls us by name, but too often we do not hear, or we do not pay
attention. Probably most often we are not even listening. The second aspect of stewardship
indicated in this passage from Holy Scripture is found in God’s next statement, “Remove the
sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” Removing sandals was an
act of respect, a sign of humility. To fully live lives of stewardship requires these traits from each
of us — to be alert and aware that God is speaking to us, but we must listen, and to live our lives,
especially our stewardship lives, with a sense of humility. That is, after all, how we really show
love for our God and for one another. (www.thecatholicsteward.com)
Your contribution supports the work and operations of Saint Joseph Cathedral, our music and
education programs, and all other aspects of our community outreach. Please be generous in your
support of these important endeavors. In addition to making a contribution through the Offertory
basket, you can contribute electronically through your checking account, or through your Visa,
MasterCard or Discover account by going online to the Financial Stewardship page on our web
site at, by sending a text message to 614-721-4184, or by scanning the QR code to the left
with your smartphone QR Scanner Application.
YOUR OFFERTORY IS A GIFT TO GOD: If your Offertory is not made electronically, please use your parish
Offertory envelope to thoughtfully, prayerfully choose your gift and present it eagerly to Our Lord. Many times
families will ask for a letter stating that they are registered, participating members of our parishes in order to
become a Godparent, Confirmation Sponsor or simply to enroll in one of our Catholic schools. Using our electronic
giving or envelope system makes our job easier and allows us to honestly say, “Yes! This family is registered and
actively participating here in our parish!”

YOUR OFFERING TO GOD ~ THANK YOU!
Offertory: March 16 & 17, 2019

CHECK OUT OUR NEW, SECURE, EASY ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS ON OUR WEB PAGE:
WWW.SAINTJOSEPHCATHEDRAL.ORG

Envelope
Loose Collection
Credit Card/EFT
Less 6% Diocesan Tax
Total to Parish

$3,097.00
$3,465.00
$1,896.90
(507.48)
$7,950.52

